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modern independent States are either situated in, or have
developed their homelands in, the so-called Temperate Zone
is a familiar one. On the available evidence, these Temperate
Lands, even if they are sometimes far from being "temperate",
appear to provide the optimum climatic environment for that
aggregation of human activities which is epitomized in the
highest forms of political organization.
Too little is known at present concerning the relationships
between people and climatic conditions to be dogmatic on
this matter. Much reliable scientific data must be collected
before any certainty can be expressed on the precise character
of optimum climatic conditions for human development,
but there remain the undeniable facts that no important
States have developed in areas of permanently excessive cold
such as the circumpolar regions, and that, so far, no modern
independent States have found their location in those parts
of the earth where very high average temperatures prevail
throughout the year. The former climatic background possesses
the more permanent conditioning character, in spite of Russian
achievements in the Arctic areas of Eurasia, but recent political
developments in the former Netherlands East Indies and in
India may be pointers to a reorientation of opinions concerning
the retarding influence of continually high temperatures on
political growth. The matter will be more fully discussed
later; sufficient has been said here to show that the locational
value of a State is enhanced through the climatic conditions
which a particular situation entails.
Location of a State has another result which affects its
Political Geography intimately. In Europe, which contains
more independent States than any other area of comparable
size, the strategic aspect of location receives a great deal of
attention. No one who was familiar with Germany during
the interwar years will deny the effects on that country's
internal affairs of the fears which were centred on the dangers
of "Encirclement". By means of cleverly devised maps and
diagrams, by inflammatory speeches and by seemingly endless
articles and books, the German people were persuaded into
acquiescence in the National Socialist policy of rearmament
which had serious results in the country's internal economy.